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The national consultations have begun 

Programming for the national consultations leading to the World Humanitarian Summit began in January. National 
Consultations in Peru, focus groups in Mexico and Costa Rica, and the preparation of thematic, national, face-to-face 
and virtual events, have been the central activities of the first month of 2015. 

National consultation in Peru 

The National Institute of Civil Defense (INDECI) developed the first three events of the National Consultation. 

 In Tacna, the event was attended by representatives 
from public and private institutions, the Armed Forces, 
as well as civil society organizations from Tacna and 
Moquegua. During the consultation, the participants 
emphasized the necessity for the humanitarian system 
to tighten the coordination between the international, 
national, regional and local levels of humanitarian 
actions, in order to avoid any duplications in the process 
of delivering humanitarian aid and better allocating 
scarce resources. The necessity of establishing a policy 
of transparency and accountability towards affected 
communities was also discussed.  

 In Puno, the second national consultation related to 
humanitarian action was conducted, attended by representatives from affected communities, sectors of 
the regional government, district and Tambos (service platforms in rural areas) mayors. During the event, 
participants reflected over the humanitarian operations conducted during floods, frosts, landslides and 
snowfalls, affecting various Andean highland communities.  

 During the consultation in Loreto, the affected communities from urban and sub-urban zones highlighted 
the importance of private sector support to prevent disasters and reduce the gaps in the access to 
technology. As examples of good practices, these communities presented a case of coordinated 
management to address a case of oil spill in a nearby native community waterfront and the creation of 
disaster prevention committees in flood-prone and highly populated areas of the city of Iquitos.  

 

International Federation of Red Cross leading consultations with focus groups 

The International Federation of Red Cross is setting forward a plan of consultation meetings in 19 countries in the 
Latin American and Caribbean region. In January, consultations were held in Costa Rica, with the participation of the 
youth. In Mexico, the meeting was attended by paramedics. The meetings addressed aspects of humanitarian action 
effectiveness, resilience and transformation through innovation. In addition, thematic meetings associated with the 
World Humanitarian Summit process in Barbados, Grenada as well as Trinidad and Tobago on violence, non-
communicable diseases, and climate change will be held.  

Humanitarian effectiveness and Innovation 

Mexico and the International Federation of Red Cross, co-leaders of the Regional Steering Group´s Working Group 
#3 on innovation, will host a thematic consultation on the 24th and 25th of February in Mexico City. Likewise, WFP 
and CDEMA, co-leaders of Issue #1 on Humanitarian Effectiveness, will host the consultation on humanitarian 
effectiveness in Panama City on the 23rd and 24th of March.  The aim is to analyze the different areas of discussion 
of the specific themes more deeply and, where possible, analyze and begin to systematize the results of the other 
preliminary consultations where the two themes were addressed.  The outcomes of these events will be key inputs 
for the stakeholder analysis that will be brought to the final MIAH VII/World Humanitarian Summit Regional 
Consultation event in Guatemala.  

 
The National Institute of Civil Defense (INDECI) developed the 
first three events of the National Consultation. Photo: INDECI. 



 

For general information regarding the WHS visit: www.worldhumanitariansummit.org 
For additional information on the WHS regional consultation process, contact: 

Katherine McAleer: mcaleer@un.org from OCHA ROLAC and/or visit: www.redhum.org/whs 

 

The survey for the communities is available 

The humanitarian regional consultation is a process 
that will strengthen the MIAH initiative because it 
puts emphasis on widening the range of actors that 
should be included in humanitarian action, 
especially the direct participation of affected 

communities and the youth. The Regional Consultation will take place directly where affected communities live, 
giving the communities the opportunity to directly express their views and propose recommendations that will 
enhance the results of this consultation, for their own benefit: “The Voice of the Latin American and Caribbean 
Community leading to the World Humanitarian Summit”. In order to conduct these consultations in the 
communities, a survey was developed with the support of World Vision and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) based on the Kobo toolbox. 

Displacement and violence in the regional consultation  

The steering group agreed to create a consultation area to discuss displacement and violence, as a special 
contribution from the region to the World Humanitarian Summit. A workshop took place at the OCHA-ROLAC offices 
in early February with the objective of defining the contents of this area of consultation, in a way that the results can 
be analyzed through a matrix that reflects upon recommendations, key points that have been identified during the 
discussions, lessons learned, and case studies. This workshop was attended by representatives from UNHCR, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), OCHA, IOM, UNDP and CORELAC (the coalition for resilience of children and 
youth, composed of: UNISDR, Plan International, Save the Children, The RET, UNICEF, and World Vision).  

 

Consultation from a gender perspective 

The consultation to analyze issues from a 
gender-specific perspective, scheduled for the 
10th of April in Santiago, Chile, will serve to 
guarantee that this transversal issue is 
adequately addressed in the consultation 
process. This event, that hopes to bring together 
an estimated 100 participants, will be critical in 
highlighting the differences faced by men and 
women both in preparedness and disaster 
response. This event will also be an opportunity 
to, among other related issues, review the 
efforts and advances made in the 15 years since 
UNSRC 1325 on peace, women and security was 
passed and how this feeds into the World 
Humanitarian Summit process. 

The academic sector linked to the activities of 
the World Humanitarian Summit 

REDULAC, representing Latin America and the 
University of the West Indies, representing the 
Caribbean, will be key actors from academia to 
participate in the Consultation Meetings 
underway in the Region. 

Consultation with the private sector 

In collaboration with the Business Group in 
Support of Disaster Situations of Peru (presided 
by the National Society of Industries of Peru), 
and with additional support from partners such 
as UN Global Compact and the Pan-American 
Development Foundation (PADF), a focused 
consultation between representatives from 
business, government, international 
organizations and the wider humanitarian 
community will be held in Lima, Peru, on the 
16th of April.  The objective of this exchange is 
to share better practices, as well as to explore 
possibilities to improve collaboration and 
better-target private sector support in 
emergency preparedness and response efforts.  

“The United Nations and business need each 
other. We need their innovation, their 
initiative, their technological prowess. But 
business also needs the United Nations. In a 
very real sense, the work of the United 
Nations can be viewed as seeking to create 
the ideal enabling environment within which 
business can thrive.” 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

 


